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Newsletter – September 8, 2014 
 
 
Ted Talks Versus Real World Presentations! 
 
Amazingly, few North Americans know the differences between speeches and 
presentations thereby diminishing their chances to speak and impress. That 
opinion, dear reader, is based on my 35 years as a speech and presentation coach 
during which time I trained over 16,000 clients. 
 
Why do so few know the difference?  
It is because each speaking model has a 
school of thought and its respective 
proponents debate each other by publishing 
post, blogs and SlideShare presentations. It 
is time to settle this matter once and for all  
as it is to your benefit that you understand 
the differences in order for you to speak 
and impress. I compare speeches to figure 
skating and presentations to ice hockey. 
Both models are legitimate and it pays you 
to know what to do in each circumstance 
and act accordingly. 
 
Let's define the differences between the two models. As you review each 
model's characteristics, keep in mind the following: Speeches are delivered at 
political, religious and social/sporting events in which the speaker and audience 
have a common emotional bond.  Together they celebrate. They grieve. They fight 
for a cause. They remind us of our humanity as audiences laugh and cry. 
 
On the other hand, presentations are transactional in nature, related to work and 
it is the rare presentation at which you can 'soak in and enjoy the experience'. 
Why? Because presentation subject matters are technical in nature. They include 
financial, actuarial, information technology, medical, scientific and process-oriented 
topics. 
 
My personal favourite illustration is the court room in which the judge has power 
and does not tolerate lawyers' antics. After all, it is work and all in attendance 
have many pressing things to do. 
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The Differences Between Speeches and Presentations 
 

 The speaker has power over the audience whereas the audience has power 
over the presenter. 

 The word "I" is in every paragraph of a speech whereas the word "YOU' rules 
in presentations as the message is of relevance to the audience. 

 Speakers talk to and share with audiences whereas presenters report, 
propose, train, etc. 

 Speakers are applauded by their introducers and by the audience at its 
conclusion whereas presenters are interrupted with questions and objections 
from their audiences. 

 Main staples of speeches include humour, stories, personal anecdotes, 
feelings and strong opinions whereas main staples of presentations include 
technical data, analysis and research. 

 PPT slides are optional in speeches whereas they are mandatory in 
presentations. 

 
You get the idea even though I could go on for days. Nevertheless, today's best  
communicators are the ones who know the important differences between the two 
speaking models and, very importantly know which one to call upon based on their 
speaking situations. 
 
For a satirical look at those differences, click on the following link and enjoy a brief 
video. 
 

 
Ted Talks vs Real World Presentations 

 
Sincerely, 
 
Coach Robert Vallée 
Speak & Impress! 
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